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Wage 
Determinations



● On June 14th, GSA decommissioned WDOL.gov and beta.sam.gov 
became the authoritative source for wage determinations

● GSA conducted months of user testing and held numerous training 
webinars that were attended by over 800 contracting officers, labor 
advisors, and DOL wage analysts 

● GSA will continue to enhance the Wage Determination experience 
over the next couple of months

beta.SAM.gov Is Now the Official 
Source for Wage Determinations!



 WDOL to WD: Key Differences  
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Agencies and contractors performing 
more than 1,000,000 searches annually 
will save time locating the appropriate 
wage determination data. 

beta.SAM.gov
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● Search by number, keyword or 
location for exact results for 
immediate results

● Find the right wage determination 
with easy to use search filters 

● Access previous versions with one 
click

● One click to set up alerts to notify 
you when frequently used wage 
determinations are updated 

● Alerts can be easily managed 
through user workspace (frequency, 
turn on/off)

● Download or printable WDs



WDOL Redirect Page 

Now  WDOL.gov users will 
automatically be redirected to 
this page.  The redirect page 
assists with the transition by 
providing easy access to :

● Wage determination 
search

● Learning Center for 
training information

● Quick Start Guide
● WD Transitional Video 



Unique Entity 

ID/Entity Validation 

Services
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Unique Entity ID

What is changing? 
● The unique entity identifier used to do business with the government is 

changing.
● The process to get a unique entity identifier to do business with the 

government is changing.
● The definition for validating entity uniqueness is not changing.

Starting in December 2020, the D-U-N-S® number will no longer be the 
official identifier for doing business with the U.S. Government



• Today, we use the proprietary D-U-N-S® number as 
the unique entity identifier for doing business with 
the U.S. Government. 

• We are moving to a new, non-proprietary identifier 
requested in, and assigned by, the System for Award 
Management (SAM.gov). 

• The technical specifications for the new unique 
Entity ID will be published in the summer of 2019 to 
give interfacing systems time to prepare for the 
change.
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Unique Entity ID
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Unique Entity ID Process
Today:
● Entities go first to Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) to request their D-U-N-S ® number. 

○ Only after their D-U-N-S ® number is assigned, can they go to the System for Award 
Management (SAM.gov) and register to do business with the government.

● Entities must record any changes to their legal business name and physical address first at 
D&B.
○ Only after their D-U-N-S ® record is updated, and the data flows to SAM.gov, can they 

update their entity registration.
● Entities must contact two different help desks if they have questions about their unique 

entity identifier.
○ They contact the D&B help desk for issues related to their D-U-N-S ® number or D-U-N-S 

® record and the Federal Service Desk (FSD) for help with their SAM.gov entity 
registration. 



● Entities will go to a single place, SAM.gov, 
to request their Entity ID and register 
their entity to do business with the U.S. 
Government.

● Entities will go to a single place, SAM.gov, 
to make any updates to their legal 
business name and physical address 
associated with the Entity ID.

● Entities will have a single customer 
support helpdesk for all Entity ID and 
SAM entity registration issues.

Unique Entity ID Process
Starting in December 
2020, we are making it 
easier to get an Entity ID 
by streamlining the 
request and ongoing 
management process: 



Definition of Unique

The definition of what makes an entity unique is not changing.

● We buy commercial services to verify entity uniqueness by matching certain 
entity-provided information against the service provider’s data. 
○ Uniqueness is based primarily on a combination of the entity’s legal name, any 

name by which they also do business, and their physical address. 
○ Once verified, that entity information is associated to a unique entity identifier.

● We separated the government requirement for a unique entity identifier from the 
government requirement to validate that the entity is unique.
○ This prepares us to transition to the new, non-proprietary identifier requested 

in, and assigned by, the System for Award Management (SAM.gov).



Definition of 
Unique

Continued
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● We then competed and awarded a new 
contract for entity validation services which 
is not connected to the identifier itself. 

● Today, the entity validation services are 
provided by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B). The 
new entity validation services provider is 
Ernst & Young (EY).
○ Both service providers must validate the 

entity is unique. The definition of unique 
is not changing.

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=ae35e6ac4de286111f3428432d5d8c6a
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=ae35e6ac4de286111f3428432d5d8c6a


Unique Entity ID 
Transition Over the next eighteen months, we will 

transition to the new unique Entity ID 
supported by the new entity validation 
services. We are using a three-phased 
approach to minimize disruption.

Phase 1: 
Transition 
Defined 
(Present-July 
2019) DUNS 
number is the 
official 
identifier. 

Phase 2: Transition 
begins (July 2019- 
December 2020) DUNS 
number remains the 
official identifier. 
GSA assigns 
SAM-generated 
Unique Entity ID to all 
SAM records.

Phase 3: Transition 
Complete (December 2020)
SAM-generated Unique 
Entity ID is the official 
identifier.   DUNS number 
retained for historical 
purposes.
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Unique Entity ID Transition Phase 1
Transition Defined (Present - July 2019):
● The D-U-N-S ® number is the official identifier for doing business with the 

government.
● Entities continue to register in SAM.gov using D-U-N-S ® number assigned by 

Dun & Bradstreet (D&B).
● Entity uniqueness continues to be validated by D&B as part of the D-U-N-S ® 

number assignment process.  
● GSA conducted unique entity ID usability testing with industry and federal 

assistance community
● GSA publishes the technical standard for the new SAM-generated unique Entity 

ID in the Federal Register.
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Unique Entity ID Transition Phase 2
Transition Begins (July 2019 - December 2020):

● The D-U-N-S ® number remains the official identifier for doing business with the U.S. Government. 
● Entities continue register in SAM using the D-U-N-S ® number assigned by Dun & Bradstreet (D&B).
● Entity uniqueness continues to be validated by D&B as part of D-U-N-S ® number assignment 

process.  
● GSA publishes updated technical specifications, which include the new SAM-generated unique 

Entity ID, for interfacing systems.
● GSA develops tools needed to generate unique Entity IDs in SAM.gov.
● GSA begins to assign, and make visible, new SAM-generated unique Entity IDs for all SAM.gov 

registration records. 
● GSA develops interface to new entity validation service provider to determine entity uniqueness.
● GSA supports robust testing of new interfaces with agency systems.
● GSA communicates upcoming changes to stakeholders, sharing more detail as available.
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Unique Entity ID Transition Phase 3

Transition Complete (December 2020):
● The SAM-generated unique Entity ID becomes the official identifier for doing 

business with the U.S. Government.  
● Entities request new unique Entity IDs through SAM.gov before starting their 

entity registration.
● Entity uniqueness is determined by the new entity validation service provider. 
● D-U-N-S ® numbers already assigned to records are retained for historical 

purposes.
More transition information will be shared on the Unique Entity ID Update page as 
it becomes available

https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/organization/federal-acquisition-service/office-of-systems-management/integrated-award-environment-iae/iae-press-kit/unique-entity-identifier-update


Entity Registration 
Workshops



When Legacy SAM is transitioned...

What changes?
• Role Management

• Authenticated Landing 
Page

• Entity “Workspace”

What stays the same?
• The site name: SAM.gov

• Use of Login.gov 

• Registration data entry
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Role Management

● One solution across all SAM.gov domains

● Top level administrator (doesn’t have to be 
someone whose job is entity registration)



● One landing page for all SAM.gov 
domains
○ Role driven
○ Consolidated Requests and 

Notifications

Authenticated Landing Page
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DRAFT ONLY



Entity Workspace

● Single searchable, sortable list of all 
registered entities

○ Features summary fields, expiration 
date, and status
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DRAFT ONLY



Past Workshops (Q1 - Q2 FY18)

• Entity Roles

• Entity Role Administration

• Contracting Workspace
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New Topics for Discussion

•

•
•

•
•

•
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• Contracting Community
 
Wed Jul 31, 1:30 - 3:00 PM

• Federal Assistance 
Community
Wed Aug 6, 1:30 - 3:00 PM

To Sign Up

Email: 
newsamtesting@gsa.gov

Subject: SAM Entity 
Workshops

How to Participate

mailto:newsamtesting@gsa.gov


What Do You Need to Know 

to Transition from FBO to 
beta.SAM Successfully?  
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CFDA PPIRS*
(Merged 
with 
CPARS)

WDOL FBO
Login.Gov

SAM FSR
S

ESR
S

FAPIIS CPAR
S

LEGACY SITE DECOMMISSION STATUS

DECOMMISSIONED IN PROGRESS FUTURE

SAM.gov Modernization

FPDS



What’s Changing 



● WATCHLIST is now Following
● SEARCH AGENT is now just Saved Search
● ADVANCED SEARCH is now Change 

Filters
● ARCHIVING is now just ‘Inactive’

○ ‘Active’ term continues from 
legacy

○ Notices are clearly marked with 
status

● PACKAGES now just Attachments
○ Attachments can be managed 

individually & MUST be tied to a 
notice

● MODIFICATION/AMENDMENT now just 
‘Updated’

Term Changes:



Notice Types
& IVL’s

 Easily turn a ‘Presolicitation’ into a ‘Solitiction’
• Now just start a ‘Solicitation’ notice type and relate 

the presoliciation to bring over certain fields
• Allows for unique and specific solicitation number 

while still relating the items
Single JUSTIFICATION notification type

 Interested Vendors List
● Each IVL is still a tab specific to the notice 
● Each IVL is now sortable and searchable
● IVL Entry shows Entity information
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Agency Admin

Buyer

Limited Buyer

Engineer

Administrator

Contracting Officer

Contract Specialist

No role needed, just 
register

CS w/permissions for 
attachments only

Vendor

Opportunities 
Domain



Login.gov
GSA will utilize login.gov for beta.SAM.gov:

● Starting this Summer (2019) beta.SAM users will be 
directed to login.gov

● Current beta.SAM roles and account details will transfer
● Entities and government users who ALREADY have an 

login.gov or SAM.gov account will NOT need to create a 
new one.

New Improved Sign-In Feature

● Improved user experience
● Government users can use CAC/PIV
● Multiple options for security code
● Easier initial account setup process
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Consolidated Federal Hierarchy
● Combining multiple legacy hierarchies into single 

hierarchy across all of beta.SAM.gov

● Government will centrally manage updates and 
changes to the hierarchy

● Search, reports and government roles will be based on 
the federal hierarchy. Public sees 
Department/Independent Agency and Sub-tiers

● Public facing API of Federal Department/Independent 
Agencies and Sub-tiers will be available for 
downloading
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What’s New 



Multiple Data Exports

● Full Data Exports from Data 
Services

● Search results download directly 
from page

● Detail page download for specific 
notice

● Even to download public data 
need to be logged in
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Reports for Contract Opportunity 



Learning Center



Contract 
Opportunities
User Transition



Public User 
Preparing for 
FBO Transition

● Note any search agents in FBO.gov
○ They will not be migrated
○ Can start ‘saving’ now on beta.SAM

● Note any notices currently watched in 
FBO.gov

○ They will not be migrated
○ Can start ‘following’ now on beta.SAM

● Create a new account
○ Can do this now in beta.SAM

● No need for roles
○ The system will know you are a non-government user, and give 

you permission matching the legacy ‘vendor’ role

As a public or Non-Federal user, I need to:
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Federal User Preparing for FBO Transition
As a federal government user, I need to:

● Note any search agents in FBO.gov
○ They will not be migrated
○ Can start ‘saving’ now in beta.SAM

● Note any notices currently watched in FBO.gov
○ They will not be migrated
○ Can start ‘following’ now in beta.SAM

● Create a new account
○ Can do this now in beta.SAM

● Get Roles
○ Migrate/request roles closer to launch



What happens to the FBO.gov website after 
decommissioning?

●
●
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Contact Information
The Integrated Award Environment

GSA Federal Acquisition Service
1800 F Street NW, Washington, D.C.

IAEOutreach@gsa.gov

To Get Involved: https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community

For Developers to Stay Involved:
http://gsa.github.io/openIAE
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Additional Questions?

https://interact.gsa.gov/group/integrated-award-environment-iae-industry-community
http://gsa.github.io/openIAE

